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Table 1. Ventral and Subcaudal Counts of Sibynophis chinensis.

Locality Ventrals "Ventrals + Subc&udals Material or Reference

Yichang, Hubei 1 182 53 + Type of S . chinensis

Sichuan 16 172-184 83-119 258-295 Chengdu Inst, of Biol,

Gansu 2 179. 184 25+. 49+ Feng. 1981

Guizhou 3 171-186 104-114 285-294 Chengdu Inst, of Biol.

-. 10 176-185 90-130 270-309 Wuet al.. 1985

Guangxi 2 176. 178 50+. 112 288 Fan, 1931

Jiangxi 2 170. 175 74+. 81 + Chang. 1938

" 2 179. 180 108.101 287.281

Fujian 6 174-180 107-125 287-299 Chengdu Inst, of Biol.

Hainan I. 1 173 81 254 Chengdu Inst, of Biol.

,' 1 187 115 282 Schmidt, 1925

Taiwan 10 164-179 110-129 281-301 CO

" 1 182 79+ Kuntz, 1983

Vietnam 1 165 107 272 Bourret. 1937

between Kunming

and Kutsing 185 83 268 Type of S . grahami

Yunnan 2 188. 194 Pope, 1935

1 195 93 288 Chengdu Inst, of Biol.

Western Guizhou 11 186-208 80-104 267-309 Wu et al.. 1985

Miyi, Sichuan 7 189-199 108-119 297-314 Chengdu Inst, of Biol.

Lugu, Lake Yunnan 3 196-199 112-115 310-312 Yunnan University

Table 2. Subspecific Differenciation of Sibynophis chinensis^

Population n

Ventrals Subcaudals

range me&Q S. D. range

A 58 164-187 177.4 5.09 81-130

B 15 185-208 193.3 6.32 80-110

C 10 189-199 194.8 3.73 108-119

mean

108.8

95.8

113.5

S. D.

10.93

8.32

3.51

Ventrals + Subcaudals

range

254-309

287-309

297-314

285.9

289.6

309.1

S. D.

10.78

12.67

5.82

Table 3. Description of Sibynophis chinensis miyiensis, ssp nov.

Number

X
<u

Dorsal

scales

s|BpnBDqns

Upper

labials

Lower

labials

1
s;B9Joq

j
S

Temporals

CIB 105026 male 17-17-17 189 108 3-3-3 9/8(4) 2 2+3

CIB 10502T 17-17-lT 194 110 3-3-3 9(4) 2 2+2 holotype

CIB 105028 17-17-17 192 119 3-3-3 9(4) 2 2+2

CIB 105030 17-17-17 198 118 3-3-3 9(4) 2 2+2

CIB 105031 17-17-17 199 115 3-3-3 8(4) 2 2 + 2

YU 857012 17-17-17 198 112 3-3-3 9(4) 2 2+2

YU 85T013 17-17-17 199 113 3-3-3 10(5) 2 2 + 1

YU 857021 17-17-17 198 115 3-3-3 10(5) 2 2+2

CIB 105025 female 17-17-17 190 58 + 3-3-3 9(4) 2 2 + 2 allotype

CIB 105029 17-17-17 193 99+ 3-3-3 8C4) 2 2 + 2



Figure 1 Head scalation of Chinese species of the genus Sibynophis

upper; Sibynophis coll arts

lower: Sibynophis chinensis

Figure 3. Distribution of subspecies of Sibynophis chinensis

S • c. c/ixnen525(dotted line)

S • c. pra/jomj'( black line)

S • c, miyiensis^ ssp. aov. (black spot)
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A TOXONOMICSTUDY ON CHINESE SPECIES OF THE GENUSSIBYNOPHIS

Zhao Ermi

(Chengdu Instiiute of Biology, Academic Sinica)

Abstract

Three species of Sibynophis were recognized from China. S • collar is is readily

distinguished from the other two in having ten supralabials with the eighth, which

is largest, in contact with the single anterior temporal. 5. grahami should be a

synonym of S, chinensis, S, chinensis can be divided into three subspecies. The

nominate subspecies has less ventrals and more subcaudalsj 5". c, grahami, in

contrast with the former, has more ventrals but less subcaudals. The total number

of ventrals plus subcaudals is the same in these two ^subspecies. The third one is

a new subspecies named as S, c, miyiensis. It has a higher ventral count like the

grahami and a higher ventrals plus subcaudals count than the former two subspecies.

Sibynophis chinensis miyiensis Zhao and Kou, ssp. nov.

TYPES: Holotype: CIB 105027, male. Miyi County, Sichuan Province, China,

880m, 1986 by Kang Shaohe. Allotype: CIB 105025, female; the same as the holo-

type. Paratypes: 7 males (CIB Nos. 105026, 105028, 105030-1 YU Nos. 857012-3,

857021) and 1 female (CIB 105029). The CIB number series the same as the holo-

type. The YU number series collected from Lugu Lake, Sichuan- Yunnan border,

2600m, 1985 by Kou Zhitong.

DIAGNOSIS: This new subspecies differs from the other two subspecies in
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liaving higher ventrals plus subcaudats count. It differs from S, c, chinensis in

having more ventrals and from S
,

c, grahami in having more subcaudals.

DISTRIBUTION: Known from the type locality: Miyi County, southwestern

Sichuan and on the shore of Lugu Lake, which constitutes part of the border be-

tween Sichuan and Yunnan.

This article was read by the author at the annual meetings of ASIH held at Albany
21-25 June, 1987.


